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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Tamworth  Rural 
Distriet  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  the  Annual  Report  on  the  state  of 
the  public  health  of  the  Tamworth  Rural  District  for  the  year  1961. 
In  accordance  with  the  usual  agreed  practice  1  have  omitted  any 
special  reference  to  the  valuable  social  services  provided  by  the 
Warwickshire  County  Council  because  the  relevant  information 
regarding  these  school  medical  work,  maternity  and  child  welfare, 
mental  welfare,  domestic  help,  care  and  after-care,  ambulance 
services  is  included  in  the  Annual  Report  of  the  County  Medical 
and  Principal  School  Medical  Officer  for  the  year  under  review. 

The  population  of  the  District  increased  by  1,280  over  the  1960 
figure  to  19,036  as  revealed  by  the  Census  in  April,  1961.  This 
showed  increases  of  2,812  (17°,,)  and  4,889  (34"0)  compared  with 
the  Census  taken  in  the  years  1951  and  1931  respectively. 

On  the  whole,  the  general  health  of  the  community  was  satis¬ 
factory  and  no  serious  outbreaks  of  notifiable  infectious  diseases 
occurred.  The  incidence  of  measles  rose  sharply  in  keeping  with  the 
country-wide  increase  while  cases  of  whooping  cough  again  fell  to 
single  figures. 

Pneumonia  was  reported  on  7  occasions — unfortunately  all 
fatal.  Scarlet  Fever  was  recorded  5  times — all  of  the  prevalent  mild 
type  and  treated  at  home.  No  cases  of  dysentery  came  to  light. 

The  incidence  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  increased  from  3  to  8 
cases  of  w  hich  6  were  admitted  to  hospital. 

It  is  again  pleasing  to  record  the  absence  of  poliomyelitis  in  any 
form  for  the  fourth  successive  year  while  no  cases  of  diphtheria 
have  occurred  for  more  than  10  years. 

Likewise,  no  notifications  of  true  food-poisoning  have  come  to 
hand  since  1958  which  speaks  for  itself  in  respect  of  preparation, 
marketing  and  handling  by  our  suppliers. 

Generally  speaking,  water  supplies  throughout  the  District  were 
ample  and  wholesome  with  only  a  few'  households  not  connected  to 
a  mains  supply. 

In  connection  with  drainage  and  sewerage  good  progress  con¬ 
tinued  to  be  made.  Three  schemes  were  completed  and  work  pro¬ 
ceeded  on  two  more — details  are  given  later  in  this  report.  This 
satisfactory  rate  of  progress  will  soon  complete  the  target  of  100% 
coverage  throughout  the  District. 

The  difficulties  experienced  in  maintaining  an  efficient  refuse 
collection  service  owing  to  labour  shortages  mentioned  in  my  Report 
for  1960  were  not  so  acute  and  few  complaints  were  made  by  house¬ 
holders.  On  the  other  hand,  the  problem  of  securing  adequate  tip¬ 
ping  facilities  had  not  been  solved  by  the  end  of  the  year  although 
collaboration  with  a  neighbouring  authority  with  a  view  to  the 
provision  of  a  joint  pulverization  plant  made  good  progress. 
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Recording  of  atmospheric  pollution  continued  on  a  regular 
basis  throughout  the  District  for  the  third  successive  year  within  the 
framework  of  the  Warwickshire  Clean  Air  Council  and  the  results 
are  given  in  tabular  form  later  in  this  report.  Rainfall  during  1961 
was  almost  similar  to  1959,  whereas  precipitation  for  1960  was 
much  higher  than  both  of  these  years.  This  was  reflected  in  the 
much  lower  figures  for  water-.w/«6/<?  matter  usually  held  to  emanate, 
for  the  most  part,  from  domestic  chimneys. 

The  emissions  of  water -insoluble  deposits  generally  associated 
with  industrial  chimney  stacks  showed  a  significant  reduction  of 
over  10%  compared  with  the  two  previous  years.  It  is  to  be  hoped 
that  this  reduction  in  atmospheric  pollution  from  industrial  sources 
will  continue  and  it  would  appear  to  reflect  in  no  small  measure  the 
successful  efforts  of  plant  operators  to  contribute  to  this  essential 
state  of  affairs.  At  the  same  time,  as  emphasized  on  many  occasions, 
the  well-known  major  part  played  by  emissions  from  ordinary  house¬ 
holds  should  spur  efforts  towards  the  creation  of  some  smoke-control 
areas  especially  as  ample  supplies  of  smokeless  fuels  are  available 
and  the  problem  of  compensation  for  miners’  coal  has  been  largely 
solved.  Although  many  persons  are  still  not  convinced  of  the 
adverse  effects  of  excessive  cigarette  smoking  on  health,  nobody  will 
deny  the  ill-results  of  soiling  the  air  and  the  earth  with  obnoxious 
substances. 

Membership  of  the  Warwickshire  Clean  Air  Council  again 
enabled  common  problems  to  be  discussed  and  the  collection  of 
data  on  a  country-wide  basis  continued. 

Regarding  housing,  while  only  4  dwellings  were  actually  com¬ 
pleted  under  your  auspices,  a  further  160  houses  were  being  erected 
at  the  close  of  the  year  when  the  number  of  houses  owned  by  the 
Council  was  1,341  out  of  a  total  of  5,803  abodes  in  the  District. 
The  number  of  applicants  on  the  Council’s  Waiting  List  for  houses 
decreased  from  539  to  450  of  which  127  were  living  in  rooms  com¬ 
pared  with  double  this  figure  in  1960 — a  decided  all-round  improve¬ 
ment.  The  comparatively  large  number  of  174  homesteads  were 
completed  and  work  on  151  was  commenced  by  private  enterprise. 

Expenditure  of  £25,597  in  respect  of  146  Improvement  Grants 
and  of  £6,453  for  54  Standard  Grants  was  approved  and  fuller 
information  regarding  these  beneficial  schemes  is  contained  in  the 
Section  under  Housing. 

Meat  inspection  is  one  of  the  most  important  activities  of  a 
public  health  department  and  it  is  gratifying  to  relate  it  proved 
possible  to  examine  98.5%  of  11,697  animals  slaughtered.  These 
had  increased  by  nearly  12%  over  the  previous  year  despite  which 
the  amount  of  meat  condemned  decreased  by  nearly  half  to  a  very 
low  level.  It  is  noteworthy  that  only  one  bovine  carcase  was  found 
partly  affected  with  tuberculosis  and  this  was  not  a  cow.  The  con¬ 
tinued  absence  of  “measly”  carcases  (Cysticercus  bovis)  asso¬ 
ciated  with  human  tape-worm  infection  is  satisfactory. 
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This  is  a  composite  report  for  the  preparation  of  which  I  am 
responsible.  The  Sections  dealing  with  environmental  hygiene  have 
been  compiled  by  your  Senior  Public  Health  Inspector  and  include 
information  concerning  water  supplies,  sewerage  and  drainage  and 
refuse  collection, disposal  kindly  supplied  by  your  Engineer  and 
Surveyor  and  details  regarding  housing  by  your  Housing  Manager. 

In  conclusion,  I  wish  to  record  my  appreciation  of  your  en¬ 
couragement  and  support  and  express  my  gratitude  for  the  ready 
co-operation  and  assistance  from  the  staff  and  also  from  the  other 
Departments  of  your  Council. 

R.  S.  McELROY, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Park  Road, 

Coleshill. 

July,  1962. 
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TAMWORTH  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 

196  1 


Chairman  of  the  Council  : 

JAMES  WILSON 

Vice-Chairman  of  the  Council  : 
ALFRED  HENRY  COGGINS 

Clerk  of  the  Council  : 

S.  W.  DEWES 


Public  Health  Committee  : 

All  the  Members  of  the  Council 
Chairman  :  A.  H.  COGGINS 


Housing  Committee  : 

All  the  Members  of  the  Council 
Chairman  :  S.  A.  ALLSOP 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT  STAFF 
AS  AT  31ST  DECEMBER,  1961 


Medical  Officer  of  Health  : 

R.  S.  McELROY,  M.A.,  M.B.,  B.Ch.,  B.A.O.,  D.P.H.,  D.T.M. 

(also  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Meriden  Rural  District  Council, 
and  Area  Medical  Officer,  North  Western  Area,  Warwickshire 

County  Council) 

Senior  Public  Health  Inspector  : 

G.  J.  WATTS,  M.A.P.H.I.,  M.R.I.P.H.H.,  Cert.  Meat  and  Foods 


Additional  Public  Health  Inspector  : 

Tudor  G.  EVANS,  Cert.  S.I.B. 


Chief  Clerk  : 

J.  D.  MYNARD,  A.R.S.H. 


Council  Offices  : 


Office  of  Medical  Officer  of  Health  : 


Tel. :  Tamworth  3755/6. 


92,  Lichfield  Street, 
TAMWORTH, 
Staffs. 


Area  Health  Office, 

Park  Road,  COLESHILL, 
Nr.  Birmingham. 

Tel.  :  Coleshill  2331-2. 
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SECTION  A. 

STATISTICS  AM)  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 


Area  in  Acres  .  22  032 

Population  (Registrar  General’s  estimate  Mid- 

1961)  .  19,030 

„  (1961  Census)  .  19,036 

»  (1951  „  )  .  16,118 

»  (1931  „  )  .  14,151 

Number  ot  inhabited  premises  (March  1961) — 

H°uses .  5,803 

Shops  .  143 

Public  Houses  .  26 


Rateable  Value  (1st  April,  1961)  .  £185,448 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate .  £752 

VITAL  STATISTICS 

Live  Births. 

Comparability  Factor:  0.98  Births. 

.  .  Males  Females  Total 


Legitimate  .  201  192  393 

Illegitimate  .  8  9  17 

Totals  .  209  201  410 


Crude  Birth  Rate. 


21.49  per  1,000  estimated  population. 


1961 

1960 

1959 

1958 

1957 

1956 

1955 

1954 

1953 

1952 

21.49 

18.92 

17.32 

17.3 

16.9 

19.0 

16.0 

16.5 

17.0 

16.6 

Stiil  Births. 


.  .  Males  Females  Total 

Legitimate  .  3  5  g 

Illegitimate  .  —  —  _ 

Totals  .  3  5  8 

Still  Birth  Rate. 


19.13  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births. 


1961 

1960 

1959 

1958 

1957 

1956 

1955 

1954 

1953 

1952 

19.13 

14.66 

34.7 

28.7 

24.2 

18.3 

25.1 

14.5 

34.8 

41.8 

Deaths. 

Comparability  Factor:  1.25  Deaths. 

Males  Females  Total 

Deaths  from  all  causes  ..  116  75  191 

Crude  Death  Rate. 


10.03  per  1,000  estimated  population. 


1961 

1960 

1959 

1958 

1957 

1956 

1955 

1954 

1953 

1952 

10.03 

9.18 

9.3 

9.8 

8.8 

8.4 

8.7 

8.4 

7.5 

10.0 
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Classified  Causes  of  Death. 

Cause  of  Death  Males  Females  Total 

1.  Tuberculosis,  Respiratory  .  —  —  — 

2.  Tuberculosis,  other  .  —  1  1 

3.  Syphilitic  disease  .  1  —  1 

4.  Diphtheria  .  —  —  — 

5.  Whooping  Cough .  —  —  — 

6.  Meningococcal  infections  .  —  —  — 

7.  Acute  Poliomyelitis  .  —  —  — 

8.  Measles  .  —  —  — 

9.  Other  infective  and  parasitic  disease  ....  —  —  — 

10.  Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  .  3  4  7 

11.  Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus  ..  6  —  6 

12.  Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  .  —  5  5 

13.  Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus  . —  1  1 

14.  Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms  12  5  17 

15.  Leukaemia,  aleukaemia  .  2  —  2 

16.  Diabetes  .  —  1  1 

17.  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  ....  16  8  24 

18.  Coronary  disease,  angina  .  16  9  25 

19.  Hypertension  with  heart  disease  .  —  1  1 

20.  Other  heart  disease  .  13  11  24 

21.  Other  circulatory  disease  .  10  6  16 

22.  Influenza .  4  3  7 

23.  Pneumonia  .  5  2  7 

24.  Bronchitis  .  5  4  9 

25.  Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system  . .  —  —  — 

26.  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  ....  2  1  3 

27.  Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  .  —  —  — 

28.  Nephritis  and  nephrosis  .  —  —  — 

29.  Hyperplasia  of  prostate  .  3  —  3 

30.  Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion .  —  —  — 

31.  Congenital  malformations  .  —  1  1 

32.  Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases  ..  10  8  18 

33.  Motor  vehicle  accidents  .  3  1  4 

34.  All  other  accidents  .  3  2  5 

35.  Suicide  .  2  1  3 

36.  Homicide  and  operations  of  war .  —  —  — 

37.  All  causes  .  116  75  191 
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Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age. 

Males  Females  Total 

Legitimate  .  4  5  9 

Illegitimate  .  —  —  — 

Totals  .  4  5  9 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  21.9  per  1,000  births. 


1961 

I960 

1959 

1958 

1957 

1956 

1955 

1954 

1953 

1952 

21 .9 

11.9 

35.9 

23.0 

9.8 

37.3 

33.1 

22. 1 

25.3 

37.5 

Infant  Deaths  (under  4 

weeks  of  age) 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate  . 

.  3 

3 

6 

Illegitimate  . 

.  — 

— 

— 

Totals 

.  3 

3 

6 

Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate,  1961  :  14.63  per  1,000  live  births. 

(Compared  with  49.0  per  1,000  live  births  in  1959  and  14.63 
per  1,000  live  births  in  1960). 

Maternal  Deaths  . .  Nil. 

Deaths  due  to  Malignant  Disease. 

Males  Females  Total 
All  Causes  .  23  15  38 

Cancer  Death  Rate:  1.99  per  1,000  population. 


GENERAL  COMMENT 

Population 

As  expected,  the  Census  held  in  the  year  under  review,  revealed 
a  substantial  increase  in  the  number  of  inhabitants  to  19,036 — a  rise 
of  17%  and  34%  respectively  over  the  Census  figures  for  the  year 
1951  and  1931. 

Births 

At  21.49  per  1,000  head  of  population  the  Crude  Birth  Rate 
increased  considerably  over  the  figures  for  the  previous  ten  years. 
The  Comparability  Factor  for  the  year  was  0.98  so  that  the  Stan¬ 
dardized  Birth  Rate  of  21.06  (C.B.R.  0.98)  compares  favourably 
with  that  of  17.4  for  England  and  Wales. 
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Deaths 


Once  again  the  maternal  mortality  rate  was  NIL  and  this 
satisfactory  state  of  affairs  reflects  the  care  and  skill  of  all  concerned 
whether  domiciliary  or  institutional  not  only  during  the  actual  con¬ 
finement  but  also  in  the  ante-natal  period  when  the  regular  examina¬ 
tions  enable  any  adverse  conditions  to  be  diagnosed  and  suitable 
measures  adopted  in  good  time. 

There  were  116  male  and  75  female  deaths  from  all  causes — a 
total  of  191  for  the  year  with  a  sharp  increase  in  male  and  a  slight 
decrease  in  female  mortality  over  the  1960  figures.  This  gives  a 
Crude  Death  Rate  of  10.03  per  1,000  head  of  population  and  a 
Standardized  or  adjusted  rate  of  12.53  (C.D.R.  x  1.25)  using  the 
Comparability  Factor  of  1.25. 

The  standardised  or  adjusted  rate  for  births  and  deaths  is 
obtained  by  multiplying  the  crude  rate  by  the  Comparability  Factor 
supplied  by  the  Registrar  General.  By  this  means,  allowance  is 
made  in  a  particular  area  for  the  difference  in  age  and  sex  distribu¬ 
tion  of  the  population  in  the  various  zones  throughout  England 
and  Wales.  Consideration  is  also  given  to  boundary  changes  and 
also  any  rapid  increase  or  decrease  in  the  sex  and  age  groups  of  the 
inhabitants  of  certain  localities  including  those  in  residential  institu¬ 
tions  and  sterile  population  in  homes  for  sub-normal  or  severely 
sub-normal  people. 

As  will  be  seen  on  a  preceding  page,  the  chief  causes  of  death 
continued  to  be  diseases  of  the  heart  and  circulation  (cardio¬ 
vascular  system).  New  growths  of  the  stomach  increased  from  5  to 
7  while  lung  cancer  increased  from  5  to  6  cases — all  in  males. 
Diabetes  accounted  for  one  fatality.  There  were  7  deaths  from 
influenza  and  an  equal  number  from  pneumonia  out  of  7  cases 
thereby  indicating  the  serious  nature  of  this  malady  which  still 
frequently  fails  to  respond  to  the  large  array  of  modern  anti-biotics. 
Bronchitis  claimed  7  victims  included  among  the  thousands  of 
deaths  which  continue  to  take  such  a  large  toll  every  year  among 
sufferers  from  what  has  been  aptly  described  as  the  “English 
disease  ”  and  to  which  unhappy  state  of  affairs  the  unnecessary 
pollution  of  the  air  by  man-made  emissions  from  their  own  fireplaces 
contributes  so  much. 

Three  males  and  one  female  were  fatal  victims  of  road  accidents 
while  two  men  and  one  woman  decided  to  quit  this  world. 
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SECTION  B 

PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 

Total  number  of  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  1960 
(Giving  age  groups,  deaths  and  admissions  to  hospital). 


Number  of  cases  notified 

Total 

cases 

removed 

to 

Hospital 

Notifiable  Disease 

At  all 
ages 

Un¬ 

der 

1 

At  Ages-years 

65 

and 

up- 

w’ds. 

Total 

deaths 

1-5 

5-15 

15-25 

25-45 

45-65 

Measles  . 

379 

6 

162 

211 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough.. 

4 

— 

— 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Pneumonia  . 

7 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1 

— 

4 

2 

7 

Scarlet  Fever  .... 

5 

— 

2 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Erysipelas  . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Dysentery  . 

Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis _ 

8 

— 

2 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

6 

— 

Non-Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis  .... 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Acute-Paralytic 
Poliomyelitis  .... 

Non-Paralytic 
Poliomyelitis  .... 

Food  Poisoning  . . 

Meningococcal 
Infection  . 

— 

— 

— 

Totals . 

406 

6 

166 

217 

7 

3 

2 

5 

8 

8 
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Total  Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  previous  years. 


1961 

1960 

1959 

1958 

1957 

1956 

1955 

1954 

1953 

1952 

Measles  . 

379 

171 

134 

25 

227 

4 

410 

13 

197 

155 

Whooping  Cough  . . 

4 

8 

4 

24 

7 

76 

8 

19 

63 

34 

Pneumonia  . 

7 

9 

9 

10 

11 

7 

12 

4 

21 

13 

Scarlet  Fever 

5 

9 

27 

15 

.8 

5 

8 

27 

37 

27 

Erysipelas  . 

1 

2 

2 

- 

2 

2 

1 

1 

3 

3 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 
Paralytic  . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

2 

- 

- 

1 

Non-paralytic. . . . 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Meningococcal 
Infection  . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Dysentery  . 

- 

4 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

1 

1 

Typhoid  Fever  .... 

- 

- 

H 

- 

- 

- 1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Paratyphoid  Fever 

- 

bf 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis  .... 

8 

3 

7 

7 

8 

9 

8 

9 

13 

9 

Non-pulmonary 
Tuberculosis  .... 

2 

- 

3 

1 

2 

- 

2 

1 

2 

1 

Food  Poisoning.  .  . . 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

- 

2 

1 

- 

8 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  . . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Diphtheria . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Totals . 

406 

206 

186 

84 

269 

105 

453 

75 

337 

256 
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Distribution  of  Cases  of  Infectious  Disease 


Area 

Erysipelas 

Measles 

Whooping 

Cough 

U 

6 

> 

0> 

U. 

n 

CTJ 

/. 

Pneumonia 

Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis 

Non-Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis 

Wilnecote  . 

— 

105 

1 

1 

2 

1 

— 

Glascote . 

— 

143 

1 

3 

— 

1 

1 

Amington  . 

1 

16 

1 

— 

i 

— 

_ 

Newton  Regis  . 

— 

1 

— 

— 

i 

— 

1 

Kingsbury  . 

— 

99 

1 

— 

— 

6 

— 

Middleton  . 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Austrey  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

i 

— 

— 

Totals . 

1 

364 

4 

6 

5 

8 

2 

Infectious  Disease 


Compared  with  the  year  1960  when  206  cases  were  notified  the 
total  rose  to  406  again  largely  due  to  an  outbreak  of  measles. 

Measles 

Since  1958  when  only  25  cases  were  recorded  the  biennial  rise 
and  fall  in  the  prevalence  of  this  malady  gave  way  to  a  continuing 
annual  increase  to  a  peak  of  579  cases  in  the  year  under  review 
when  as  in  1960  the  incidence  was  higher  in  the  5-15  year  age  group 
than  in  the  1-5  year  age  group  whereas  formerly  the  reverse  usually 
took  place.  Fortunately,  the  disease  was  confined  to  these  two  age- 
groups  because  beyond  them  the  illness  is  frequently  serious, 
especially  in  adults. 

WTiooping  Cough 


The  low  single-figure  of  4  cases  recorded  makes  satisfactory 
reading.  This  state  of  affairs  is  due  in  no  small  measure  to  the 
inoculation  campaign  of  which  particulars  are  as  follows  : — 


Age 

at  Date 

of  Injecti 

on 

Under  1 

1—2 

3—4 

5—9 

10—14 

Total 

Primary  . 

233 

31 

19 

7 

5 

295 

Reinforcing  .... 

— 

13 

1 

4 

— 

18 

Totals . 

233 

44 

20 

11 

5 

313 

15 


Scarlet  Fever 

Notifications  fell  from  9  to  5  cases  of  the  prevalent  mild  nature 
treated  at  home.  Nevertheless,  the  need  to  continue  the  current 
statutory  procedure  still  prevails  because  infection  can  be  spread 
by  handling  or  consuming  milk  which  in  itself  forms  a  good  culture 
medium  for  the  streptococcal  causative  organism. 

Dysentery 

In  view  of  the  country-wide  increase  during  recent  years, 
especially  of  the  cold  season  type  usually  called  Sonnei,  a  NIL 
return  is  reassuring. 

Poliomyelitis 

No  cases  have  been  recorded  since  1957  and,  in  fact,  only  4 
notifications  were  made  over  the  11  year  period  1951-61. 

The  vaccination  campaign  continued  to  operate  satisfactorily 
and  some  7,011  persons  were  inoculated  in  the  Tamworth  and 
Meriden  Rural  Districts  comprising  the  North  Western  Area  of 
the  County  administered  by  me  in  my  capacity  as  Area  Medical 
Officer.  In  addition,  some  5,490  “  booster  ”  doses  and  6,379  fourth 
injections  were  given. 

The  following  table  shows  the  position  regarding  the  vaccina¬ 
tion  campaign  in  this  Area  since  its  inception  in  1956  up  to  31st 
December,  1961. 


Completed  Poliomyelitis  Injections  as  at  31st  December,  1961. 


Age 

Primary 

Booster 

Fourth 

Total 

0-15  . 

19,462 

16,037 

6,379 

41,878 

15-25  . 

4,822 

3,598 

— 

8,420 

25-40  . 

3,621 

3,402 

'  — 

7,023 

Expectant 

Mothers  .... 

1,170 

1,073 

.  — 

2,243 

Others  . 

1,090 

633 

m 

1,723 

Totals  . 

30,165 

24,743 

6,379 

61,287 

Tuberculosis 

At  the  close  of  the  year  72  names  were  registered  of  which  61 
were  pulmonary  and  1 1  of  the  non-pulmonary  type  of  the  disease. 
Of  these,  8  were  new  lung  cases  and  2  were  otherwise  affected. 
There  was  only  one  inward  transfer  while  1 1  names  of  pulmonary 
cases  were  removed  from  the  Register. 
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Age  and  Sex  Distribution  of  New  Cases  and  Deaths  notified  during 
1961. 


New  Cases 

Deaths 

Age  Periods 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

0—1 

1—5 

5—15 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15—25 

25—35 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

35—45 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

45—55 

55—65 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

65  and  upwards  . . 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

3 

6 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total  number  of  Tuberculous  persons  remaining  on  Register  at 
31st  December,  1961. 


1.  Total  on  register  at  31st 

December,  1960  . 

2.  New  Cases . 

3.  Inward  Transfers  . 

4.  Removals  . 

5.  Total  on  register  at  31st 

December,  1961  . 


Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

M 

F 

M 

F 

39 

22 

7 

4 

3 

5 

1 

1 

1 

7 

I 

4 

— 

— 

35 

24 

S 

5 

Mass  Radiography  Survey 

During  June  and  July  1961  Dr.  A.  Gordon  Evans,  Medical 
Director,  Coventry  Mass  Radiography  Unit  kindly  arranged  for 
almost  complete  coverage  of  the  District.  As  a  result  a  total  of 
4,626  persons  were  X-rayed  thereby  exceeding  all  the  usual  expecta- 
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tions  for  a  rural  type  of  survey,  and  the  ready  co-operation  of  the 
inhabitants  was  much  appreciated.  It  was  found  necessary  to  refer 
to  the  Chest  Clinic  for  further  investigation,  13  persons  with 
suspected  pulmonary  tuberculosis.  In  addition,  two  cases  of 
suspected  lung  cancer  were  found,  one  of  which  was  confirmed. 

Sampling  of  milk  is  carried  out  by  the  County  Health  Depart¬ 
ment  and  the  table  sub-pended  summarizes  the  investigations  in 
respect  of  this  District — a  satisfactory  result. 

Tuberculous  Milk  Investigations — Routine  Milk  Samples  for 
Biological  Examination  during  the  year  1961. 

Total  No.  of 

Designation  of  Milk  Samples  No.  Positive 

Tuberculin  Tested  .  11  Nil 

Food  Poisoning 

A  Nil  return  is  a  reassuring  indication  of  the  high  standards 
of  hygiene  now  prevalent  not  only  among  producers  and  purveyors 
of  foodstuffs  but  also  in  the  places  where  meals  are  prepared  and 
served. 

Diphtheria 

For  the  fourteenth  successive  year  no  case  of  diphtheria  came 
to  light.  Immunisation  was  given  by  family  doctors  and  at  Child 
Welfare  Centres  and  schools  where  the  ready  co-operation  of  those 
in  charge  is  much  appreciated. 

A  “triple  vaccine”  combining  protection  against  diphtheria, 
whooping  cough  and  tetanus  is  usually  accepted  thereby  reducing 
the  number  of  injections  needed. 


Total  number  of  Immunisations  against  Diphtheria  during  1961. 


Age  at  Date  of  Injection 

Under  1 

1—2 

3—4 

5—9 

10—14 

Total 

Primary  . 

234 

31 

33 

55 

9 

362 

Reinforcing  .... 

17 

104 

133 

113 

367 

Totals . 

234 

48 

137 

188 

122 

729 

Smallpox 

Vaccination  is  carried  out  at  Child  Welfare  Centres  and  by 
family  doctors. 
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Total  number  of  vaccinations  during  1961. 


Age  at  Date  of  Injection 

Under  1 

1  year 

2-4 

5—14 

15  or 
over 

Total 

Vaccinated  .... 

43 

24 

6 

6 

14 

93 

Re-vaccinaled  . . 

— 

— 

1 

9 

10 

Totals . 

43 

24 

6 

7 

23 

103 

National  Assistance  Act,  1948 

Cases  continued  to  be  referred  by  General  Practitioners  for 
investigation  and  assessment  for  institutional  care — chronic  sick 
or  Part  111  Accommodation  (in  conjunction  with  the  Senior  Social 
Welfare  Officer)— but,  in  no  instance  was  statutory  action  on 
my  part  necessary  under  Section  47  of  the  Act  which  deals  with 
compulsory  removal. 
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Senior  Public  Health  inspector’s  Report. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  IN  THE  AREA 

WATER 

Water  continued  to  be  supplied  to  the  district  by  : — 

1.  Tamworth  Waterworks  Joint  Committee. 

2.  The  South  Staffordshire  Waterworks  Company. 

3.  The  City  of  Birmingham  Water  Department. 

The  quality  of  water  supplied  continued  to  be  satisfactory,  and 
there  was  no  evidence  of  plumbosolvency. 

All  mains  water  is  chlorinated,  and  regularly  sampled. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE 

During  the  year  work  was  completed  on  : — 

(a)  Glascote  and  Wilnecote  Sewerage  Scheme  (Contract 
No.  1). 

(b)  Two  Gates  Surface  Water  Scheme. 

(c)  Quarry  Hill,  Wilnecote  Extension  Scheme, 
and  work  continued  on  : — 

(a)  Glascote  and  Wilnecote  Sewerage  Scheme  (Contract 
No.  2). 

(b)  Hurley  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal  Scheme. 
EXISTING  SEWERAGE  FACILITIES 

Austrey 

Sewage  from  the  village  drains  to  Warton  Lane  from  where  it 
is  pumped  to  the  Newton  Regis  works. 

Newton  Regis 

Sewage  from  the  Hamlet  of  Noman’s  Heath  and  the  village  of 
Newton  Regis  drains  to  the  Newton  Regis  works. 

Seckington 

Sewage  from  the  village  drains  to  the  Newton  Regis  works. 

Shuttington 

Sewage  from  Shuttington  village  is  pumped  to  the  Newton 
Regis  works. 

Sewage  from  Alvecote  is  pumped  to  the  Amington  Works. 
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Amington 

With  the  exception  of  a  few  outlying  houses  and  farms  the 
parish  is  fully  sewered  draining  to  the  Amington  Works. 

Glascote 

Glascote  drains  to  the  sewers  of  the  Tamworth  Joint  Sewage 
Committee. 

Dosthill 

Dpsthill  with  the  exception  of  the  Hamlet  of  Whatcley,  which 
is  not  sewered  drains  to  the  Dosthill  works. 

Wilnecote 

Kettlebrook,  Belgrave,  Two  Gates  and  Wilnecote,  except  parts 
of  Hockley,  are  drained  to  the  Tamworth  Joint  Sewage  Committee's 
sewers,  the  remaining  part  to  the  Dosthill  works. 

Kingsbury 

Drained  to  the  Cliff  Works  with  a  pumping  station  at  Coventry 
Road,  Kingsbury,  to  pump  sewage  from  the  lower  end  into  the 
gravity  sewers. 

Hood  End 

Drained  to  an  overloaded  small  sewage  works.  This  will  be 
closed  on  the  completion  of  the  Hurley  Scheme. 

Hurley 

Drained  to  works  at  Old  Rail  Farm  with  the  exception  of  the 
lower  end  of  the  village  which  drains  to  a  small  works  at  Rocking¬ 
ham.  These  works  will  be  closed  on  the  completion  of  the  Hurley 
Scheme. 

Middleton 

The  village  of  Middleton  is  drained  to  works  at  Church  Lane, 
Middleton. 

Bassetts  Pole  is  drained  to  works  at  Hill  Lane,  Bassetts  Pole. 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

Little  work  was  necessitated  owing  to  the  low  incidence  of 
disease,  and  was  confined  to  enquiries  concerning  scarlet  fever. 

REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL 

The  system  of  collecting  refuse  by  direct  labour  under  the 
control  of  the  Council's  Engineer  and  Surveyor  continued  to  give  a 
regular  collection  throughout  the  district. 
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The  one  tip  still  in  use  did  not  present  any  difficulties  by  in¬ 
festations  of  flies  or  crickets.  The  main  concern  continues  to  be  the 
availability  of  land  for  tipping,  and  the  Council,  in  conjunction  with 
the  neighbouring  Borough  of  Tamworth,  are  still  exploring  the 
question  of  disposal  by  pulverisation. 


FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  to  1959 


Premises 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sec. 

1,  2,  3,  4  and  6  are  en 
forced  by  Local  Authori¬ 
ties  . 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in 

(i)  in  which  Sec.  7  is  en¬ 
forced  by  Local  Authori¬ 
ties  . 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which 

Sec.  7  is  enforced  by  Local 
Authorities  (excluding  out¬ 
workers  premises)  . 

Totals  . 


No.  on  Inspec-  Written  Prosecu- 
Register  tions  Notices  tions 


13  3 


41  44 


26 


80  47 


A  new  toilet  block  was  erected  at  one  of  the  works. 

One  prosecution  was  taken  under  the  Public  Health  Act  for  a 
nuisance  caused  by  burning  rubber  on  a  rubber  dump  used  in 
connection  with  the  salvage  and  re-use  of  waste  rubber. 

ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION 

1961  was  the  third  year  of  the  operation  of  gauges  in  connection 
with  the  Warwickshire  Clean  Air  Council  of  which  the  Authority 
is  a  member.  The  number  of  gauges  in  the  Council’s  area  remain  at 
five  lead  peroxide  instruments,  one  deposit  gauge  and  two  daily 
smoke  and  volumetric  instruments.  The  latter  two  are  installed  in 
the  Wilnecote  High  School  and  the  Kingsbury  High  School,  and 
are  operated  by  the  senior  pupils  under  the  guidance  of  the  science 
masters.  I  am  grateful  to  the  headmasters,  members  of  their  staffs 
and  scholars  for  their  co-operation,  and  for  the  way  they  have 
carried  out  their  tasks. 

The  results  as  recorded  from  the  deposit  gauge  and  lead  peroxide 
instruments  are  given  at  the  end  of  this  section  of  the  report.  A 
look  at  the  average  figures  for  the  three  years  are  of  interest  especially 
as  the  rainfall  figure  as  shown  by  the  deposit  gauge  was 
the  same  for  1959  and  1961.  The  figure  for  1960  was  much  higher, 
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and  in  my  last  report  I  pointed  out  that  whereas  the  water  insoluble 
deposit — usually  associated  with  industrial  emissions  was  about 
the  same,  the  water  soluble  deposit — usually  associated  with  dom¬ 
estic  chimneys  showed  a  30  per  cent.  rise.  Looking  at  1959  and  1961 
it  will  be  seen  that  the  water  soluble  is  about  the  same,  but  that  there 
has  been  a  reduction  of  over  10  per  cent,  in  the  water  insoluble  de¬ 
posit.  It  is  known  that  industry  is  becoming  more  aware  of  the  need 
for  cleaner  air,  and  coupled  with  the  fact  that  several  industries  are 
also  in  the  process  of  changing  to  alternative  fuels — oil  and  gas — it 
would  be  hoped  that  future  reports  will  show  that  this  progress  is 
maintained.  The  availability  of  more  premium  smokeless  fuels, 
and  even  the  commencement  of  a  programme  of  Smoke  Control 
Areas  would  appear  to  be  the  solution  to  the  domestic  problem. 
It  is  appreciated  that  there  are  difficulties  in  a  mining  area,  and  it  is 
to  be  hoped  that  the  question  of  concessionary  coal  can  be  satis¬ 
factorily  settled  so  that  this  programme  could  be  started. 

The  levels  of  sulphur  dioxide  as  recorded  by  the  lead  peroxide 
instruments  shows  a  fairly  constant  level. 


TABLE  I 

DEPOSIT  GAUGE 


Year 

Rainfall 
in  inches 

Water 

insoluble 

matter 

Water 

soluble 

matter 

Total 

Tons  per 
sq.  mile 

1959 

18.95 

101.94 

58.58 

160.52 

1960 

33.78 

102.74 

78.62 

181.36 

1961 

18.95 

88.94 

58.06 

147.00 

TABLE  II 

LEAD  PEROXIDE  INSTRUMENTS 


Year 

Anting  ton 

Newton 

Regis 

Wilnecote 

Watling 

Street 

— 

Wood 

End 

Wilnecote 

New 

Road 

1959 

1.42 

.93 

1.38 

1.27 

— 

1960 

1.39 

.94 

1.38 

1.19 

1.82 

1961 

1.40 

.78 

1.32 

1.11 

1.63 

The  above  figures  express  the  monthly  average  weight  of  sulphur 
dioxide  collected  in  m.g./lOO  sq.  cm. /day. 
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TABLE  III 


DEPOSIT  GAUGE  1961 


Rain 

Water 

Water 

Total 

Solids 

collected 

insoluble 

soluble 

Tons  per 

in  inches 

matter 

matter 

sq.  mile 

January  . 

1.73 

4.50 

5.93 

10.43 

February  . 

1.83 

7.22 

4.70 

11.92 

March  . 

0.11 

2.48 

2.98 

5.46 

April . 

2.84 

8.51 

6.59 

15.10 

May  . 

0.48 

1.16 

3.08 

4.24 

June  . 

1.45 

17.65 

3.71 

21.36 

July  . 

1.59 

1.09 

3.51 

4.60 

August . 

0.97 

18.15 

4.70 

22.85 

September . 

1.97 

10.40 

5.40 

15.80 

October  . 

2.15 

5.53 

5.93 

11.46 

November . 

2.03 

8.64 

6.23 

14.87 

December  .... 

1.80 

3.61 

5.30 

8.91 

Totals  . 

18.95 

88.94 

58.06 

147.00 

Average  Winter 
months . 

1.61 

5.33 

5.18 

10.51 

Average  Summer 
months . 

1.55 

9.49 

4.49 

13.98 

Monthly  . 

1.58 

7.41 

4.84 

12.25 

TABLE  IV 

LEAD  PEROXIDE  GAUGES  1961 

wt  of  S02  collected  m.g./KX)  sq.  cm. /day 


Newton  Wilnecote 


Month  Amington 

Regis 

Wilnecote  Wood  End 

School 

January  . 

2.18 

1.35 

2.23 

1.71 

— 

February  . 

2.09 

1.07 

1.54 

0.99 

— 

March  . 

1.56 

0.86 

1.53 

1.31 

— 

April . 

1.25 

0.70 

1.19 

1.00 

1.57 

May  . 

1.21 

0.59 

0.96 

0.95 

1.18 

June  . 

0.72 

0.38 

0.88 

0.74 

1 .07 

July  . 

0.67 

0.25 

0.69 

0.79 

0.84 

August . 

0.96 

0.30 

0.62 

0.71 

0.83 

September . 

0.87 

0.51 

0.79 

0.57 

1.14 

October  . 

1 .48 

0.71 

1 .44 

0.85 

1 .64 

November . 

2.05 

1.27 

1.98 

1.77 

2.61 

December  .... 

1.80 

1.37 

2.00 

1.96 

2.19 

Average  Summer 
months . 

0.94 

0.45 

0.85 

0.79 

1.10 

Average  Winter 
months . 

1.86 

1.10 

1.79 

1.45 

2.15* 

Monthly  . 

1.40 

0.78 

1.32 

1.11 

1 . 63 1 

*  Average  for  3  months. 
|  Average  for  9  months. 
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RODENT  CONTROL 

Unfortunately  the  Council’s  operative  who  for  many  years  had 
given  excellent  service  was  admitted  to  hospital  in  July,  and  later  in 
the  year  passed  away.  This  meant  that  work  in  this  field  for  the 
latter  half  of  the  year  was  at  a  minimum,  but  selective  work  by  the 
department  with  the  occasional  help  of  an  operator  from  the  Min¬ 
istry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food  Infestation  Department 
prevented  any  serious  infestations,  and  gave  intermittent  coverage 
to  the  farms  and  business  premises  who  were  covered  by  a  contract 
with  the  council.  A  replacement  was  appointed  in  January,  1962. 

HOUSING 

During  the  year  four  houses  were  completed  by  the  Local 
Authority,  and  a  further  160  houses  were  under  construction  at  the 
end  of  the  year. 

174  houses  were  built  by  Private  enterprise,  and  151  houses 
were  under  construction  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

146  applications  for  Improvement  Grants  were  approved  dur¬ 
ing  the  year,  and  of  these  94  houses  were  the  property  of  the  Nat¬ 
ional  Coal  Board. 

The  total  amount  of  grant  to  be  paid  is  £25,597. 

64  applications  for  Standard  Grants  were  received,  and  of  those 
considered  54  were  approved. 

The  total  grant  paid  was  £6,453.  As  a  result  54  baths,  57  wash 
basins,  55  hot  water  supplies,  35  water  closets  and  19  food  stores 
were  provided. 

During  the  year  one  house  was  demolished. 

One  clearance  area  was  declared  involving  four  houses. 

Under  the  Rent  Act  1957  3  applications  for  Certificates  of 
Disrepair  were  received,  and  two  of  these  were  granted  and  one 
refused. 

One  Certificate  was  cancelled.  The  tenant  concerned  appealed 
to  the  County  Court  against  the  decision  of  the  Local  Authority, 
but  the  appeal  was  dismissed. 

The  number  of  applicants  on  the  Council’s  Housing  list  at 
the  end  of  the  year  was  450,  of  those  127  were  living  in  rooms. 

FOOD  PREMISES  AND  VEHICLES 

During  the  year  one  new  butcher’s  shop  was  brought  into  use, 
making  a  total  of  nine. 

Inspections  of  vehicles  used  in  connection  with  the  sale  of  food 
showed  that  the  general  standard  was  satisfactory. 

One  firm  continues  manufacturing  ice-cream.  Two  samples 
were  taken,  and  both  were  placed  in  Grade  I. 

MEAT  INSPECTION 

The  aim  of  the  Department  was  to  maintain  a  full  meat  inspec¬ 
tion  service.  The  number  of  animals  killed  rose  by  11.7  per  cent, 
over  the  previous  year,  and  despite  this,  98.5  per  cent,  of  all  animals 
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killed  were  inspected.  The  present  legislation  governing  the  times  of 
slaughter  make  it  almost  an  impossibility  to  maintain  100  per  cent, 
inspection  on  a  large  scale,  but  the  slaughterers  in  the  area  are  very 
co-operative  as  I  think  the  above  figure  indicates. 

Another  pleasing  aspect  is  that  despite  the  increase  in  killings 
the  amount  by  weight  found  unfit  showed  a  remarkable  drop  of 
43  per  cent,  on  what  was  a  low  figure.  When  one  considers  that  a 
total  of  11,637  animals  were  slaughtered,  and  under  30  cwts.  of 
meat  and  offal  were  found  unfit,  I  feel  that  the  public  served  are 
getting  a  first  class  food  from  the  butchers. 

Condemned  meat  is  disposed  of  to  the  licensed  hide  and  skin 
dealers  who  also  clear  all  hides,  gut,  etc.,  daily. 


Cattle 

excluding  Cows  Calves  Sheep  Pigs 
Cows  


Number  killed  . 

1,430 

5 

133 

6,300 

3,769 

Number  inspected 

All  diseases  except  T.B. 
and  Cysticerous  Bovis. 

1,416 

5 

132 

6,224 

3,687 

Whole  carcases  con¬ 
demned  . 

— 

- - 

— 

6 

1 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned . 

124 

6 

15 

%  of  number  inspect¬ 
ed  affected  with  disease 
other  than  T.B.  or 
Cysticerous  Bovis 

8.7 

0.19 

04 

Tuberculosis  only. 
Whole  carcases  con¬ 
demned 

_ 

Carcases  of  which 

some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

1 

— 

— 

— . 

20 

%  affected  with  T.B . 

Cysticerous  Bovis 

0.07 

' 

0.53 

cases  found . 

— 

Diseased  Meat  and 

Offals. 

All  diseases  except  T.B. 

Tens 

Cwts.  Qrs. 

lbs. 

Cattle  Carcase  meat  . 

— 

— 

1 

22 

Offals . 

— 

17 

2 

21 

Calves  Carcase  meat  . 

— - 

— 

— 

Offals  . 

— * 

— 

— 

Sheep  Carcase  meat  . 

— 

1 

2 

— 

Offals  . 

— 

— 

12 

Pigs  Carcase  meat  . 

— 

5 

2 

11 

Offals  . 

— 

— 

1 

4 
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Tuberculosis  only. 

Cattle  Carcase  meat  .  —  —  1  22 

Offals .  —  —  —  — 

Calves  Carcase  meat  .  —  —  —  — 

Offals .  —  —  —  — 

Sheep  Carcase  meat  .  —  —  —  — 

Offals . 

Pigs  Carcase  meat  .  —  2  1  26 

Offals .  —  —  —  — 

Totals .  18  2  6 


WORK  DONE  AT  PREMISES  DURING  THE  YEAR  1961 
Housing 

Roof  repaired  or  renewed .  5 

Chimney  stack  repaired  or  renewed .  5 

Gutters  repaired  or  renewed  .  8 

Rainwater  pipes  repaired  or  renewed .  3 

External  walls  repaired  or  repointed  .  3 

Dampness  abated  : — 

(a)  repairs  to  roof .  1 

(b)  repairs  to  gutters  or  rain  water  pipes  3 

(c)  repairs  to  external  walls .  2 

(d)  water  proofing  internal  walls  ....  — 

Walls  plastered  .  11 

Ceilings  plastered  .  16 

Windows  repaired  or  renewed .  5 

Doors  repaired  or  renewed  .  2 

Floors  repaired  or  renewed .  2 

Stairs  repaired  or  renewed .  2 

Fire  grates  or  Ranges  repaired  or  renewed. .  1 

Separate  water  supply  provided  .  1 

Verminous  rooms  disinfected  .  12 

Sanitary  Conveniences 

New  water  closets  provided  .  7 

Water  closet  cistern  repaired  or  renewed  . .  7 
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Drainage 

Drains  cleansed  .  5 

Drains  repaired  or  reconstructed .  14 

Inspection  chambers  provided .  1 

Food  Premises 

Hot  water  provided  .  2 

Visits 

Water  Supplies  .  8 

Drainage  .  66 

Piggeries  .  18 

Moveable  dwellings  .  10 

Factories  .  44 

Refuse  . 5 

Rodent  Control  .  170 

Atmospheric  Pollution  .  311 

Food  Premises  and  samples .  89 

Licensed  Premises  .  21 

Petrol  .  11 

Knackers  Yards  .  1 

Housing  .  645 

Infectious  Diseases .  4 

Meat  Inspection .  630 

Food  Vehicles .  35 

Water  Samples . 

Miscellaneous .  14 


Printed  by  A.  Tomes  Ltd.,  Bedford  Street,  Leamington  Spa. 


